
Table 1:  Number of Small Water Systems by Hydrologic Region

Hydrologic Region
No. of Small 

CWS
Estimated 
Population

Tulare Lake Basin 297 113,317
South Lahontan 339 104,985
Sacramento River 369 140,390
Central Coast 418 171,582
San Joaquin River 154 68,698
South Coast 233 85,598
North Lahontan 182 113,668
North Coast 50 24,311
Colorado River 102 41,859
San Francisco Bay 123 61,535

TOTAL 2267 925,943

Source: CDPH Drinking Water Program - Active Community Water systems June 2012



Hydrologic Region

No. of Small 
CWS that 
Violate a 

Primary MCL

Estimated 
Population 

Affected Most Prevalent Contaminant(s)
Tulare Lake Basin 59 25,390 Nitrate (29 systems), Arsenic (24 systems)
South Lahontan 19 10,514 Arsenic (18 systems)
Sacramento River 19 6,711 Arsenic (15 systems)
Central Coast 26 3,666 Nitrate (14 systems), Arsenic (9 systems)
San Joaquin River 25 3,271 Arsenic (20 systems), Nitrate (5 systems)
South Coast 5 2,550 Nitrate (5 systems)
North Lahontan 3 1,020 Arsenic (3 systems)
North Coast 8 929 Arsenic (7 systems)
Colorado River 3 732 Arsenic (3 systems)
San Francisco Bay 1 49 Arsenic (1 system)

TOTAL 168 54,832

Source: CDPH Drinking Water Program - Small Water System Program Plan as of February 28, 2013.
Note:  Does not include systems that were originally in the plan and are now in compliance.

Table 2:  Small Water Systems that Violate a Primary Drinking Water 
Standard
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